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To:  
 
Date: 
 
Dear  

Electronic access to the London Review of Books 
 

1. The London Review of Books is a literary review published twice monthly by LRB 
Limited which contains literary works (including reviews, features, diaries, articles and 
poems) and is available online through the London Review Bookshop website (‘the 
LRB Website’).  LRB Limited maintains a cross-searchable online database comprising 
substantially the full text of all issues of the London Review of Books since publication 
began in 1979 to which is added each new edition of the London Review of Books on 
publication (‘the LRB Database’). 

 
2. LRB Limited (‘we, us, our’) grants the institution named above (‘you, your’) a licence 

to permit your staff and persons whom you authorise to access the LRB Database online 
and use material from the London Review of Books for academic purposes on the terms 
of this agreement set out below.  

 
Permitted use 
 

3. During the currency of your subscription (details of which are set out in the Schedule to 
this letter):  

 
a. Your library staff may access and search the LRB Database and retrieve and view 

works which it contains on computers situated within your institution, and may 
supply single electronic or paper copies of individual works (such as articles) to 
other institutions pursuant to your inter-library loan agreements. 

 
b. Your academic staff may access and search the LRB Database, retrieve and view 

works which it contains, and reproduce electronically (but not in paper or other 
permanent format) and incorporate any of those works in online educational course 
materials used in academic courses which your institution provides, provided that 
each work may be retained and made available in this form for a single term or 
semester only, after which each work must be deleted from all your databases. 

 
c. You may authorise persons such as accredited students and academic staff who are 

permitted to use your library's other online facilities pursuant to your current library 
membership terms of agreement (including all institutional registration 
requirements, identification checks, membership card and online security 
requirements) (‘authorised users’) to access and search the LRB Database, and to 
retrieve and view works which it contains, and to reproduce insubstantial extracts 
from those works, including in academic assignments and theses, online and/or in 
print.  They are not permitted to reproduce any entire work. 

 
d. You may permit ‘walk-in users’ (such as visiting readers) to access and search the 

LRB Database and retrieve all works contained in the LRB Database on computer 
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terminals in your library, but walk-in users may only read the material in the LRB 
Database on screens provided by you within your institution's premises; 

 
e. Neither you, nor your staff, nor any authorised or walk-in users as described above 

(‘users’) are permitted to make any commercial use of our material (including sale, 
licensing or publication) or any other use which is not licensed above, without our 
prior written permission. 

 
4. After termination of your subscription: 

 
a. You may keep and continue to use copies of all works which were added to the 

LRB Database during the period from commencement until termination of your 
subscription (‘retained material’) free of charge in perpetuity.  Your continued use 
of this retained material is subject to the conditions set out in clause 3 above, and  
all the other provisions of this agreement (other than payment of a subscription) 
will continue to apply to your retention and use of this retained material.  We shall 
supply copies of the relevant issues of the London Review of Books to you free of 
charge in facsimile or text format, at your option, for this purpose; 

 
b. You will no longer have online access to the LRB Database; 

 
c. However, if this agreement is terminated in accordance with the provisions of 

clauses 12(a) or 12(b) you may not keep any material at all from the LRB Database 
without our prior written consent; 

 
d. All conditions of this agreement which relate to your retention and continued use 

of retained material will remain in force after termination of your subscription.  
 

5. The author, title and source ("London Review of Books") must be acknowledged with 
every use of our material, online and in print. 

 
6. You undertake to ensure that:  

 
a. Users can only access the LRB Database by means of computers within your library 

or secure password-protected and identity authenticated access on secure networks 
protected by up to date technological measures reasonably acceptable to us; 

 
b. Each user (other than a walk-in user) is a duly accredited member of your institution 

(such as a registered staff or student member of your library); 
 

c. Each user must be made aware of the permitted uses set out above, and you will 
terminate a user's access to the LRB Database immediately you become aware of 
any breach of the terms of this agreement by that user, or immediately a user ceases 
to be an accredited member of your institution, or on our reasonable request; 

 
d. You will keep an accurate record of all persons who are permitted access to the LRB 

Database, which will include all passwords, identity authentication and other 
security and IP information, as well as reports or other data identifying users with 
the sessions during which the LRB Database is accessed, and will give us all 
reasonable help and information to identify the source of any unlicensed use (and 
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we undertake to comply with all Data Protection requirements in relation to all 
personal information which you provide to us);  

 
e. You will notify us annually or on our request of the number of persons in your 

institution who are authorised to use the LRB Database (such as accredited students 
and academic and library staff, but excluding walk-in users) during the current 
academic year; 

 
f. Your Subscription Administrator (set out in the Schedule, any changes to be notified 

to us in writing) will be responsible for liaison with us on your behalf, and is 
authorised to represent your institution in relation to this agreement; 

 
g. If you are part (such as a single faculty or department) of a larger institution or 

organisation, this licence is limited to use by your own library and academic staff, 
and only persons who are accredited to your specific institution may be authorised 
users; a  further licence is required for any wider access or use; 

 
h. You will terminate all access to the LRB Database on expiry of your subscription. 

 
7. For the avoidance of doubt, nothing in this Agreement affects any individual private 

non-commercial use of the LRB Website made in accordance with the LRB Website's 
Terms and Conditions. 

 
Warranties and indemnity 
 

8. We shall use all reasonable endeavours to ensure that the LRB Database is available 
online at the LRB Website at all times, but do not warrant that it will be available 
without interruption or error. 

 
9. We warrant that all rights in the LRB Database and its contents are owned by or licensed 

to us, and that the use of any part of the LRB Database as permitted above will not 
infringe any copyright or database right of any person. 

 
10. You warrant that you will not use the LRB Database or allow it to be used other than as 

permitted above, that you will comply with the above requirements relating to users and 
access, and that you will notify us as soon as you become aware of any unauthorised 
use or access. 

 
11. Each of us indemnifies the other, and will keep the other fully indemnified, against all 

costs (including legal costs), damages, loss and liability incurred by the other by reason 
of any breach of a warranty to the other.  However, neither party will be liable to the 
other for any loss of profits, or any indirect or consequential loss or damage. Our total 
liability to you will not exceed the subscription for the current year (although nothing 
in this clause will limit either party's liability in relation to death or personal injury). 

 
Term and termination 
 

12. This agreement will commence on the commencement date and terminate on the end 
date set out in the Schedule.  In addition, either of us may terminate this agreement 
immediately by written notice if the other: 
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a. commits a material breach of an obligation and (if it can be remedied) does not 

remedy it within a reasonable time specified in a written notice; 
 

b. is declared insolvent, or enters into a scheme or arrangement with its creditors (other 
than for the purpose of a bona fide reconstruction or amalgamation), or a receiver 
or similar officer is appointed over a material part of its assets, or if there is a 
material change in its management, ownership or control. 

 
General provisions 
 

13. Nothing in this agreement will constitute a partnership or contract of employment or 
agency between us.   

 
14. This agreement may only be amended in writing signed on behalf of both parties. 
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SCHEDULE 
 

The Subscription 
 

1. The subscription is XXX per annum 
 

2. Commencement date: XXX 
 

3. End date: [XXX] 
 

4. The subscription is payable within 30 days of the date of our invoice. 
 

5. If you subscribe during the course of a year, the subscription payable for that year will 
be reduced pro rata. 

 
6. You may renew the subscription on an annual basis, in which case the end date will be 

extended accordingly. 
 

7. We may review the amount of the annual subscription, and will give you at least three 
months' notice of a change before your renewal date. 

 
 

Subscription Administrator 
 

• [Name and contact details] 
 
 

LRB Limited's Representative 
 

• Chris Larkin – clarkin@lrb.co.uk 
 
Please sign and return the attached copy of this letter to signify your agreement to the above 
conditions. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
......................... 
Nicholas Spice 
Publisher 
London Review of Books 
 
 
 
Signed and agreed,  
for and on behalf of [the Institution] 
 
.......................... 
[Name] 
Authorised signatory 


